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1 T was the opinion of an auguſt Aithor: 
that it was neceſſary for every man to lay 
down to himſelf a particular plan of life, ant 
which as to its ſeveral movements. ought- to be 
as accurately connected as a mathematical de- 
monſtration. A Plan that at once, 2551. 2 11 
points out the means and cambines the circum- 
flances, directs our varied fteps, from a contra» 
dictory conduct, and effeftually prevents us from 
abandoning ourſetves zo a blind uncertainty. 


And this reaſoning in. ſome meaſure may be 
ſaid to apply to projects ;—fince they are evi- 


dently little otherwiſe than plans calculated to 


encreaſe our own advan tage—the intereſt of 
the Public and Community in general. — 


7 


It is a diſagreeable office in fact to have any 


may, fince the very name of a projettor has 
ſuch an odium attached to it, that in the vut- 
gar, 
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concern in projets, be their nature what they 
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gar dither, i is the moft equivoral chbrafter. 
Let could this Prejudice be Surmounted, on 

a calm inveſtigation of the nature of well ſug-- 
gefted projets, the examination will ſufficiently 
determine, beyond all di iſputation, that nothing 
can redound more to the honor of their inven- 
tors, or prove more conducive ta the national 
odvantage.— 


Of b comparative magnitude and import- 
ant neceſſity are the propoſed Docks at Wap- 
ping, and rf the following Pages are in the leaf 
ap propriate to throw'a light on a ſubjet, at 
preſent an univerſal topic' (of popular contro- 
verſy, and in which are ultimately involved the 
Proſperity of the Country and the increaſe of 


ite commerce, the Author will think himſelf. ſuf- 


Acien tly recompenſed for the trouble they have 
given him ; and if his humble efforts are any 
ways adequate to reſcue a number of honorable 
and ręſpectable individuals from the obloquy and 
reproach that an obnoxious Pamphlet has en. 
deavoured to attach to their. characters: his 
feelings will, more than compenſate the clamour 
malignity may raiſe ta his Prejudice. 


* 


Wapping Docks Triumphant! ' 


OR, 


2 of 
REFUTED, 


In Abet to a Panpblet entitled, 


 Eaftward Ho!!! 
— 


* argue the great neceſſity of addi- 
tional Wet: — in the Port of London 
would be totally unneceſſary, as it is in 
fact, obvious to every commercial indivi- 
dual, that they are abſolutely required, and 
ſhould be immediately adopted, and in fact, 
any heſitation in reducing the plan into 
practice, would betray a negle& and a pal- 
pable diſregard to the intereſts and advan- 
tage of the commerce of Great - Britain. 


We 
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We ſind chat che Merchants of the city 
of London applied to Parliament as early 
as the year 1704, but however let the fault 
feſt where it may, it proved unſucceſsful 
at that time, and ſeveral other applications 
alſo ſubſequent to the above period have 
ſhared a ſimilar fate, —If the meaſure was 
. urged as neceſſary, at the diſtance of ninety 
years ago, and that too on account of the 
increaſe of the trade in the city of London, 
ſurely now it muſt be requiſite indeed; 
ſince it 1s evident, and as a friend to my 
country, and a well-wiſher to the pro: 
perity of ſociety, it is with extreme plea- 
ſure I find the commerce of this country, 
but more eſpecially of the city of London 
is above four times that which it was in the 
year 17 51,—Hence then it is clear, addi- 
tional accommodations for the ſhipping i Is 
actually neceſſary ; 1 yet, though this cir- 
cumſtance is apparent to all, now that a 
plan is ſuggeſted, and a bill pending in 
Parliament for its adoption, we find no- 

thing but oppoſition offered by thoſe very 
- claſs of men, individuals too, to whom it 
would be notoriouſly advantageous.—If 
N 8 the 


5 
the city of London only oppoſe'i it from the 
ſuppoſition of its being an innovation upon 
their “certain franchiſes, privileges, and im- 
munities, which has been ſettled upon them by 
various Charters and Acta of Parliament, it 
is a frivolous pretext, as it certainly does 
not appertain to any ſuch point, as bona fide 
no injury will reſult from the Wet Docks 
at Wapping being carried into execution ; 
and ſo far am I from thinking that miſchief 
will attach to the city rights from their a- 
doption, that it is my decided opinion, it 
will add materially to their ſecurity.—The 
ſpot choſen for their erection is every way 
ſuitable to the purpoſe for which they are 
intended, both as to appropriate accommo- 
dations for the ſhipping, and from their lo- 
cal ſituation, admirably formed for the 
expedience and diſpatch of buſineſs. 


It ſhould ſeem that in the preſent matter 
under conſideration, not only the future 
advancement of trade, but alſo the preſerva- 
tion of that which we at preſent poſſeſs, are 
materially connected. Not only ſo, but as 
the very being of this country, if I may be 
allowed the expreſſion, from the extent of its 

| commerce, 


de depends upon che great ſupe· 


0 


riority of our maritime force, ſo an exten- 


five and well- regulated accommodation for 


the mercantile ſhipping, will prove (how- 
ever bold the aſſertion) the firmeſt pillar 
and baſis of the flate; and we all muſt 


know, that as trade is the grand finew of its 
importance, any prudential ſteps towards 
Its augmentation muſt certainly be deſira- 


ble, as it tends to increaſe that revenue, 
which in times of war and public exigency, 
proves a fund of the moſt ſolid e 


It is a truth ſeldom hired 4 as 
trade encreaſes, ſo empire progreſſively ex- 
tends; and the hiſtory of all countries, 
even if we trace them to the moſt remote 
periods of antiquity, proofs will ſufficiently | 
evince, that their power grew, or their 
importance declined, in proportion as trat- 
fic has been encouraged or diſregarded, — 
Hence then we diſcover the neceſſity of a 
nation, whoſe very ſtrength depends upon 
Commerce and Navigation, giving every 


accommodation to its trading ſubjects, and 


conſequently being inattentive to any mea- 
ſure 


\ 


0 
{ure that appears conducive to their inter- 
eſt, would be an irreparable injury to a 
country, whole glory wholly conſiſts in 
her navy, and her trade.—In fine, Great 
Britain is entirely indebted to Commerce 
and Navigation for her riches and power, 
and by them alone ſhe is rendered equiva» 
lent to all the powers of Europe, and tbe 
grand Emporium of the world. | 


1 would here obſerve to thoſe gentlemen 


high in rank and greatly in the confidence of 


the people, before whom the preſent Dock 
Plan, awaits concurrence, what can be of 


greater importance, than the adoption of 


a ſyſtem, replete with. advantages to the 


country in general ?— Surely none—then 


what is a greater comparative towards this 
glorious end, in a land of freedom like 
this, than carrying into execution any pro- 
ject that has the promotion of Commerce 
in view, ſince every man's property in 
England is duly ſecured when thus ac- 


quired ?—— 


Thus then i is evident, the firſt conſi- 
deration 
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deration of Britain ſhould be the increaſe | 


of her Commerce. From our mercantile 


trade we. not only draw our wealth; 
but from its being a nurſery for ſea. 
men, we reſt upon it our naval ftrength, 
the glory and ſecurity of our Country. To 
the merchants the gentlemen of landed 
property. entirely owe their grandeur, 
and the enhancement of the value of their 
eſtates, may be ſaid in a great meaſure 
to depend upon Commerce. In a word, 
whatever is dear or valuable in life, derives 
its ſource from trade — Though it may be 
a pertinent ſubject of contention between 
ſome, that from the temperament of our 
climate, and the fruitfulneſs of our ſoil, the 
conveniences of life can never be wanting, 
either to the induſtrious or opulent inha- 
bitants ; yet it is as certain, that the Engliſh 
dignity and weighty influence which it at 

preſent holds forth to the wonder and 
aſtoniſnment of an admiring world, would 
be of little conſequence indeed, but for its 
foreign trade; and ſhould we at this time 
be regardleſs of the commercial intereſt, 
-there is but too much reaſon to premiſe 
that 
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| Py of the Revenue. | 


_ reſult from depriving” ſo many perſons of 
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thir" hie uke oß ie which we now poſſeſs 


may fall into the hands of other countries; 
therefore let us evinee a tenacious regard 
to the accommodations required; as expe- 
rience ever has and ever will convince us, 
that the Merchants and Commerce of this 
Country are che Prop of the State n 1 
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To 160 Agelos, e wo been ſaid 


reſpeting he place fixed upon for the 


Dock, and of the diſagreeables that would 


their homes; but out of ſixteen hundred 
inhabitants, fourteen hundred and thirty- 
two have given their hearty concurrence; 


moreover the ſituation of the ground fixed 


upon for the Docks is low and marſhy, 
and until the embankment of Wapping took 
place in 1544, was oOecaſionally ſubject to 
the inundations of che river Thames. Ihe 
houſes on it are but few, and generally 
old, a few excepted, in bad repair,” "of little 


of no value, and in many parts a redep- 


tiele of vice, poverty and diſtreſs; What 
8 * makes 
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makes this place, in fine, ſtill more deſirable 
for the purpoſe, is, as there are many waſte. 
pieces of ground, paſtures and gardens, 
and many indifferent rope grounds - But 
omitting prolixity, the owners of the 
houſes, grounds, &c. being but few in 
number, are in general willing to relin- 
quiſh their poſſeſſions, and the more con- 
ſenting on account of the. oldneſs of their 
different tenements and the ſhort ſpace 
that exiſts between the preſent time and 
the ex piration of their ſeveral leaſes, of 
which more particularly towards the weſt, 
Bo: are many on che verge of Jaiimg in. 


3 1 1 the Jocks, to tha, 
centre of trade, many advantages will be 
_ derived, and render the commercial inte- 
reſts more permanent, and at the ſame 
ume preſents to Our view the means of 
a flouriſhing increaſe; tho' the undertaking 
may at the firſt outſet, be heavy and expen- 
five! it will be | more than equivalent in 
point of .ayoiding thoſe enormous charges, 
loſſes, and continued riſks that would at- 


1 em 8 gy tend 
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tend Docks ſituated more diſtant from the 
City, and which would ſubje& ſhipping. to 2 
an immediate dependency on tide and 
river navigation. We ſhall find the Docks 
aim at no excluſive advantages, and the 
greateſt attention has been given towards 
accellerating the general convenience of the 
Port. — When in Dock, the ſhips would 
have free liberty to load or diſcharge their 
ſeveral Cargoes into lighters, exempt from 
tolls, as if they were moored in the river; 
with more cxconomy, and from the diſ- 
patch with which the goods will be deli- 
vered, fewer loſſes will acctue to the public 
revenue, to commerce, and to thoſe perſons 
moſt immediately concerned, as the. Whari- 
ingers and Lightermen.—It is ſaid, there 
will be a particular ſpecies of monopoly, 
but there will in reality . exiſt none, as 
every {hip will have the free and optional 
liberty of entering the Docks or not, 
and going at pleaſure into any part of tje 
| river; but when in dock will haye the parti- 
cular advantage of either landing under 
cranes, or diſcharging their goods into light- 
B 2 ers 


. 
ers, as occaſion may render neceſſary, with- 
out any additional expence whatever, —The 
advantages that will be derived, are in fact 
too numerous to detail. .— However, there 
was never any new plan projected of a 
national concern, tho' it be of the greateſt 
uſe and importance, but it met with oppo- 
fition, by perſons, who, either through jea- 
louſy or ſome ſiniſter views, thought proper 
to oppoſe it.— The Wapping Docks meet 
a double. fold rejeftion:—The one on the 
idle Idea of its being injurous to the rights 
and privileges of the City. And the other 
on account of the great magnitude of the 
undertaking, and the enormous capital it 
will require to complete it.— The one ob- 
jection is as ſuperficial as the other is crude 
and unqualified. --But admitting, for the 
ſake of argument, that the Expence will 
be great, yet put in competition with the 
vate importance of the purpoſe to which 
it is applied, it will ſcarcely bare a compart- 
ſon, it is not the Chimera of a day, or the 
Phantaſy of a fa i/hionable world, but a ſolid 
and well digeſted 1 of preſent ne- 
cellity, 


ceſſity, of durable worch, and will enſure 


the ſources of wealth and commerce to 
ſucceeding ages.—lf the difficulties are great 
to carry the matter into execution, the more 
thanks are due to the merit of thoſe public 
ſpirited individuals, who ſpare neither time, 
trouble nor expence to accompliſh the 
grand ſcheme.—There certainly muſt be 
obſtacles to ſurmount, as in- every other 
circumſtauce of public moment. But I am 
ſorry to ſay, obſtacles are raiſed without 
foundation, whereby perſons are led to 
condemn, through the pre. poſſeſſton of in- 
tereſted beings, what in reality they are 
totally unacquainted with We might rati- 
onally ſuppoſe, any ſcheme purporting the 
public good, would be duly conſidered and 
weighed in the balance of reaſon before it 
were either condemned or applauded? but 
we ſee the Wapping Docks encountering 
2 Storm of reprobation, as if they were 
ſome noxious vapours, about to ruin and 
depopulate the country where they fall, 
without duly conſidering either their actual 
neceſſity or their immenſe importance. 


The 
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The City of London have at length pro- 
Weed a plan, which in ſpite of all the 
Eulogiums paid to it by its Partizans, is 
as inferior to that brought forward by the 
merchants as antitheſis can poſſibly render 
it. The eſtimate of the expence for car- 
rying it into effect, is calculated at one 
million.— If, as they ſay, this ſum will com- 
plete the matter, tho the certainty of which 
I muſt own, I entertain very forcible doubts, 
I ſhould wiſh to know in what manner 
the money is to be raiſed, whether a few 
rich individuals will pledge themſelves to 
ſupply it, or whether it muſt fall upon 
the maſs of the City incluſively to furniſh 
it? If the latter contribution be required, 
as is at preſent an almoſt general opinion, 
it will prove a ſerious burthen of op- 
preſſion, moreover at the preſent junure 
of affairs, when the ſpirit of oppoſition 
runs bigh, it will be extremely unpopular 
and impolitic - Tho' if this piece of policy 
ſhould prove abortive, there is another 
ſcheme, extremely natural to ſuppoſe may 
be in contemplation, and tho' it may ap- 

pear 
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pear at firſt ſight rather unplauſible, I ra- 
ther conceive, on due conſideration, it will 
not appear ſo vague an opinion as the 
arguments of souE would willingly per- 
ſuade you-It is, an APPLICATION: TO CO- 
VERNMENT FOR PECUNIARY ASSISTANCE. 
Nay, ſtare not, gentle reader; the circum- 
ſtance is not at all improbable, tho the 
meafure would be highly dangerous; and 


tho' I am perſuaded the well known gene- 
rous liberality of government and the ſanc- 


tion it always is ready and willing to give 
plans conducive to the public accommo- 
dation, precludes the Idea of | its refuſing 
that protection when required; Vet all maſt 
agree, taking a review of the exigencies 
of the times, in that point of view, it will 
appear very inconvenient on the part of 
government to ſupply che money: but far 
be it from me to offer any partial tug- 
geſtions on this ſubject, nor ſhall I at pre- 


ſent preſs my opinions any further on the 


matter, but conclude this head with draw- 
ing a ſhort parallel between the merits of 
the Docks propoſed at Wapping, and thoſe 

projected 
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projected by the City of London.——In'the 
| firſt place, the former, from no other reaſon 
than their being made at the Expence of 
private property, are every way preferable, 
as the latter muſt be formed at he EX» 
E of the elle purſe. A 10 


Secondly, che ſpot choſen by the Cuy will 
be continually ſubjecting che merchants to 
 Ioffes and additional charges ; and from their 
diſtance. from the City, it will prove dange- 
rous to the lighters and barges, and injurious 
to Goods in general. From theſe circumſtan- 
ces, it will not require much ingenuity to 
perceive :the expediency of adopting the 
merchants: plan, which is every way ade - 
quate to anſwer the exigencies for which 
they were intended. 185 

Now then, to the purpoſe for which 1. 
took up my pen —A pamphlet has lately 
made its appearance, which tho conveyed 
in a peculiar. vein of irony, contains too 
much virulence and malignity to pals; unno- 
"pe Quoz, whilſt; he would. willingly 


e one make 
3 2 17 


4 ' ' 


( is ) 
make you believe he adopts the language 
of a diſinteręſted ſatyriſt, there lurks too 
ſubſtantial reaſons to perceive a particular 
intereſt breathe in every line. However, we 
muſt allow the author, be whom it may, 
the character of honeſty, as he owns his 
production the offspring of LucusRr aTiONS; 
and indeed I believe him to be fincere, as 
there is but too much reaſon to perceive the 
DARKNESS that prevails throughout the 
whole' performance; yet, for ringing an 
alarum in the time of danger, as he has been 
in the habit of often repeating, we are 
much indebted; but I wiſh to remind him, 
that unleſs te Lord keepeth the City; the 
watchman waketh but in vain”, 


The farcaſtic obſervations thrown out 
againſt the luxury of the times, more-parti- 
cularly of the City of London, are certainly 
juſt, and the profuſe diſſipation of the pro- 
duce of its commerce and trade, in feaſting 
and entertainments are but too notoriouſly 


_ conſpicuous, whilſt, (to uſe the words of 


this Author,) they * oftentatiouſly diſplay the 
70 C wealth 
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wealth and grandeur of princes.” —Yet, whilſt 
he laſhes the follies and expoſes the wealth 
of the citizens, why does he ridicule the 
Inhabitants of the EAs TP He would fain 
make them appear a number of vituperable 
beings, with whom it would be an indelible 
diſgrace to the character of the citizens to 
aſſociate Surely we are not ſuch ignorant 
unpoltiſhed creatures as he, in his great kind- 
neſs, wiſhes to exhibit us to the world 
However, as mankind naturally would all 
wiſh to be informed and not to paſs their 
lives in a ſtate of ignorance, if we underſtand 
Quoz aright, he means to ſay, that the 
Docks at Wapping, ſhould they paſs into 4 
law, would ' poliſh our manners, we will 
therefore labour with all our might, nor 
leave a ſtone unturned to enſure their ſuc- 
_ ceſs, ſince the enlightening of minds at pre- 
ſent labouring under Booriſt prejudices and 
conſumate ignorance will be the defirable 
reſult. PT cg * 

I ſhould here take my leave of the reader, 
but I feel myſelf fo much hurt at the infidi- 

e Ous 
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ous attack, offered by the above mentioned 
author, againſt thoſe reſpectable characters 
who have ſanctioned the ſcheme, that I can- 
not pals over it in ſilence.—I would here aſk, 
wherein have thoſe gentlemen merited ſuch 
an approbrium as this couvert aſſaſſin would 
attach to them?—Eyery friend to his coun · 
try. Every well wiſher to its proſperity— 
Every unbiaſed Engliſhman, muſt unite in 
the accelleration of a plan ſo deſirably effica- 
cious, both in reſpect to general accommo- 
dation and public utility, - Vet, thoſe who 
brought it forward are accuſed of ſiniſter 
views —of aiming at Power and undue pa- 
tronage; at the expence of private property 
and univerſal calamityAvaunt ſo baſe, fo 
injurious a thought! At once malicious, baſe, 
and unfounded—Calculated only to give a 
mortal ſtab to the characters of men, who, 
from their. exertions in the cauſe of commer- 
. cial intereſt and advantage, and the laudible 
motives by, which they were actuated, will 
ever be rendered venerable in the memory of 
their fellow countrymen. | 


1 ſhall 


( 22 ) 


1 {hall add no more, and I Abt not but 
every diſintereſted individual, and every: 
independant. member 'of ſociety, will join 
with me in beſtowing that approbation tot 
their merit, which the ingenuous Heart 
will never ſuffer to be ſtifled by the clam- 


8 ours "of prejaktive 1 and party invettive.' 
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